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accounts in the form of an annual return prepared by the vvales Audit office.

The accounts and auldit process

The accounts and audit arrangements follow the process as set out below.

RFO/CIerk prepares

accounting

statements and

Annual Governance

Statement. lnternal

audit completes

internal audit report.

RFO certifies return

(below Parl 2 of the

Annual Governance

Statement) before
30 June and

presents the return

to the body.

All sections

The body approves the

Annual Return by 30 June.

This is evidenced by the

Chair's signing the box

below Part 2 of the Annual

Governance Statement.

RFO/Clerk sends the

Annual Return

and certified copies of
requested evidence to

the external auditor acting

on behalf of the Auditor
General for Wales.

Either:

lf no amendments are required,

certifies the Annual Return and

sends it back to the body for
publishing by 30 September.

-''-a'ltinguat

correspondence?

Jec I No

Or:

lf amendmenis are required,

reports issues (including

amendments) to the body. The

body amends the Annual Return,

the RFO re-certifies and the body

re-approves before sending it back
to the auditor. The auditor then

certifies the Annual Return and

sends it back to the body for
publishing by 30 September.

--->

Please read the guidance on completing this Annual Return and complete all sections highlighted in red
including both sections of the Annual Governance Statement.

PLEASE PRINT THIS DOCUMENT FOR SIGNATURE AND SEND IT TO YOUR AUDITOR

lncomplete or incorrect returns may require additional external audit work and incur additional costs. Send the
original Annual Return, together with all additional information requested, to the external auditor acting on behalf of
the Auditor General for Wales. Unless requested, please do not send any original financial or other records to the
external auditor.

Audited and certified returns are sent back to the body for publication or display of the accounting statements,
Annual Governance Statement and the Auditor General for Wales' certificate ahd report.

Completion checklist

Accounts Has the RFO certified the accounting statements and the body approved the Annual Return
(as evidenced by the relevant signatures), nc later than 30 June 201g?

Do the accounts add up and does the balance carried forward from last year equal the
opening balance this year?

Do the papers to be sent to the external auditor include an explanation of significant
variations, including'a quantified analysis of the changes from last yearto thls year?

Does the bank reconcitiation as at 31 March 2018 agree to line 9?

Have all red boxes been completed and explanatir:ns provided where needed?

Has all the information requested by the external auditor been sent with this Annual Retlrn?
Please refer to your notice of audii and any additional schedules provide6 by your exreTna
auditor.

Evidence

NrL35,
,, i. j '. ,.:; :_ a

Smaller local government bodies in Wates
Annual Return for the Year Ended 31 March 2019

Smaller local government bodies in Wales must prepare annual accounts following proper practices as sei
out in the One Voice Wales/SLCC publication Governance and accountability for local councils in Wales -
A Practitioners' Guide (the Praciitioners' Guide). The Practitioners' Guide states that bodies may prepare their

External auditor completes audit and:

Has all the information requested by the externat auoitor teen inctuJeoz

Done?

Yes No
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Annual Governance Statement (Part 1)

We acknowledge as the members of the Couhcil/Board/Committee, our responsibility for ensuring that there is a

sound system of internal control, including the preparation of the accounting statements. We confirm, to the best of

our knowledge and belief, with respect to the accounting statements for the year ended 31 March 2018, that:

effective financial management during the year,

and

the preparation and approval of the accounting

statements.

Properly sets its budget and

manages its money and prePares

and approves its accounting

statements as prescribed bY law.

Made proper arrangements

and accepted resPonsibilitY for
safeguarding the public money

119.-t9-:-"_yr99:l1i!9-"t',.I-s-g.-,,--.-..,.
Has only done things that it has

the legal power to do and has

conformed to codes of practice and

standards in the way it has done so.

We have maintained an adequate system of internal

control, including measures designed to prevent

and detect fraud and corruption, and reviewed its

effectiveness.

We have taken all reasonable steps to assure

ourselves that there are no matters of actual or
potential non-compliance with laws, regulations and

:O

codesofpracticethatcouldhaveasignificant
financial effect on the ability of the Council/Board/

insurance cover whei'e required.

6. We have maintained an adequate and effective l,ii::,:.;-t;.:ii::::,,-.:,1.t.:,.i Arranged for a competent person, ' 6, 8

system of internal audit of the accounting records ; ''..,/ilt1t',.,i-,'':,i,--: independent of the financial controls

and control systems throughout the year and have :';',V;','.;':1111:':,;''1,;':. ;,li and procedures, to give an objective

needs ofthe body.
.. -.----..' ..-'''-:r{i1r1l.!+t!;{f &rlr,5!.41rie*ri.

7. Wehaveconsideredwhetheranylitigation, ;..,,,,;,,,'1;,.;,.';;,,-i1,;, -. Disclosedeverythingitshouldhave

liabilities or commitments, events or transactions, / . i.i about its business during the year

occurringeitherduringoraftertheyear-end,havea*/

4. We have provided proper opportunity for the , ":;; ''',,.,;,;,,i Has given all persons interested 6' 23

exercise of electors' rights in accordance with the . - ,1 ,a'1..:j'.i'j the opportunity to inspect and to

requirementsoftheAccountsandAudit(Wales)v].'..'....'.'.,{askquestionsaboutthebody,s
' accounts.Regulations 2014.

facing the Council/Board/Committee and taken . / ' risks it faces in the operation of

appropriatestepstomanagethoserisks,includingV
the introduction of internal controls and/or external 1...,,..1:.i,-i ,r.l:,..,,:.i 

properly.

i i:-:ir..1 :i- .r::i.!:r tr.. 
_:j.'i: ":-t

financialimpactontheCounciliBoard/Committee
and. where appropriate, have included them on the

accouniing siaierii;nts

We have taken appropriate action on all matters , :,l''ti Considered and taken ' 6, 8, 23Ls,\v,,sFrrvrr;

raisedinpreviousreportsfrominternalandexternal/
audit. J l.i;]. ), issues/weaknesses brought to its

ellenilfii'r b1l i:i';!-': lr': nie:nai erd

1. We have put in place arrangements for:

being taken to address the weaknesses identified.

external auditors.

3,6

6,12

9. Trust funds - in our capacity as trustee, we have:

o discharged our responsibility in relation to the

accountability for the fund(s) including financial

reporting and, if required, independent

examination or audit.

6,7

PG Ref

Yes I llo-

'no' response given; and describe what action is



Annual Governance Statement (Part 2)

We have considered the adequacy of reserves held i,:
by the body in setting the budget for 2017-'18 and :'
2018-19 and have appropriate plans in place for the

:.use of these reseryes. 
:

When awarding grants under section 137 of the Local .

Government Act 1972, we have kept a separate 
:,

accountofsuchgrantsandconsideredwhetheror
not the benefits arising from such payments are

commensurate with th":-!.T-:..pu'd. .. ...... .....

to-pay.aseryi@
Thecouncilhasnoobligationorintentiontopaya
gratuity to employees.* :

Has met the requirements of the Local Government

Finance Act 1989 in setting the budget requirement

and precept for the financial years.

Has kept and appropriate record of grants awarded

and ensured that the expenditure is commensurate

with the benefit to the community.

Has ensured that where it has an arrangement to
provide a gratuity to staff, it has ensured that there is

a legal obligation to provide the gratuity.

* Please delete as appropriate.

Council/Board/Gommittee approval and certification

The CounciliBoard/Committee is responsible for the preparation of the accounting statements in accordance with the requirements

of the Accounts and Audit (Wales) Regulations 2014 and for the preparation of the Annual Governance Statement.

Certification by the RFO

I certify that the accounting statements contained in this Annual

Return presents fairly the financial position of the Council/Board/

Committee, and its income and expenditure, or properly presents

receipts and payments, as the case may be, for the year ended

31 March 2018.

Approval by the Council/Board/Committee

I confirm that these accounting statements and

Annual Governance Statement were approved by the

Cou nci l/Board/Com mittee u nder minute reference:

i" -------"'
: Approval by the Council/Board/Committee

i I confirm that these accounting statements and

: Annual Governance Statement were approved by the

I Cou ncil/Board/Committee u nder m in ute reference :

Council/Board/Committee re-approval and re-certification (only required if the annual return has

been amended at audit)

Gertification by the RFO

I certify that the accounting statements contained in this Annual

Return presents fairly the financial position of the Council/Board/

Committee, and its income and expenditure, or properly presents

receipts and payments, as the case may be, for the year ended

31 March 2018.

Agreed? 'YES' means thatthe Body

Yes I No*

RFQ signature: -$+lg*;*p Chair signature:

$lame: Name; CUnltS Fttre-gaf2
Datel r?la I eo* Bate: tr f 6/rat{

RFO signature:

Narne:

e hair signature:



Auditor General for Wales' Audit Certificate and report
The external auditor conducts the audit on behalf of, and in accordance with, guidance issued by the Auditor General

for Wales. On the basis of their review of the Annual Return and supporting information, they report whether any

matters that come to their attention give cause for concern that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have

not been met.

We certify that we have completed the audit of the Annual Return for the year ended 31 March 2018 of:

I [fxcept for the matters reported below]* On the basis of our review, in our opinion, the information contained in the Annual 
a

1 Return is in accordance with proper practices and no matters have come to our attention giving cause for concern that relevant :

:legislationandregulatoryrequirementshavenotbeenmet.

GL-an lratc^nJ
External auditor's report

S". U:trCr-qlrq$

On the basis of our review, we draw the body's attention to the following matters and recommendations which do not affect our

audit opinion but should be addressed by the body.

5** q:i=el..Ne-s.

(co nti n ue on a se pa rate 
9 

n ee! j!. 
199u1 f 

gd, )',ra*,,Thornton_u K,LLP..
'.- ----1 1 - t3-Penhilt-Road---

External auditor's name: Cafdiff
GF11-9-U,P .

External auditor's signature:

, G(cr-n\ {h-o, n to^ UfL uuf
:

I For and on behalf of the Auditor General for Wales

I Date:

I lrltl*l'u .

* Delete as appropriate.
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Glyntraian Community Council - Auditor General for Wales'Audit Gertificate and
report

The Auditor General for Wales issued Glyntraian Community Council a qualified audit
report. Details of the matters which have led to the qualification are detailed below:

Risk Assessment

Regulation 5 of the Accounts and Audit (Wales) Regulations 2014 requires local
government bodies to ensure that there is a sound system of internal control which
facilitates the effective exercise of its functions and which includes arrangements for the
management of risk.

Our audit identified that the Council has not undertaken a risk assessment. Therefore the
Council has failed to make arrangements for the management of risk.

A risk assessment should be performed at least annually and as a minimum, members
should: -

. take steps to identify the key risks facing the Community Council
o evaluate potential consequences to the Council if an event identified as a risk

takes place; and
o Decide upon appropriate measures to avoid, reduce or control the risk or its

consequences. This might involve insurance or the implementation of internal
controls.

More guidance on risk management can be found in the One Voice Wales / SLCC
publication "Governance and Accountability for Local Councils in Wales - A Practitioners
Guide".

We understand that a risk assessment has been undertaken for the year 2018119.

In our view the response to assertion 5 on Section 1 of the Annual Return should have
been "No".

Notice of Appointment of Date for the Exercise of Electors' Rights

We note that the Notice of Appointment of Date for the Exercise of Electors' Rights
allowed 15 working days for the inspection of the books and records. The Accounts and
Audit (Wales) 2014 state that the Council must allow 20 workins days for inspection.

The Council must ensure that the inspection period is properly advertised in future years,
and allows for the correct number of days for inspection.



t

Additionally, during our review we identified some other matters that we wish to draw to

the Council's attention which do not affect our audit opinion but should be addressed by

the Council.

Previous internal and external audit reports

The Council should minute the discussion of all internal and external audit reports. lf there

are no issues to discuss it is still good practice to note this in the minutes.

High level of reserves

We note that the Council holds a high level of general reserves, approximately 2.27 times

the annual precept for 2017118.

The Council should consider the level of general reserves required and consider taking

steps to reduce the level of reserves in future years if necessary.

lnternal Audit Engagement Letter

The council provided an Engagement Letterfrom the lnternalAuditors. However, this was

not signed to confirm the terms and conditions. ln the future the Council should ensure

the letter is signed in advance of the lnternal Audit.

Yours sincerely,

d"nr*t -( [,sn^ ro-^ LltL uL f

For and on behalf of the Auditor General for Wales

Date: 12 September 2018

Ref: WAL355


